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"From day one of the revolutionary victory our country has never set obstacles to the legal emigration
of Cuban citizens to the United States or to any other country. At the time of the triumph of the
Revolution many people in Cuba, like in the rest of the Caribbean and Latin America, who endured
poverty and underdevelopment, wanted to migrate to seek for better paid jobs and better living
conditions than they could find in their countries subjected to centuries of exploitation and plundering.
Until 1959, an extremely limited number of visas were issued to Cubans. After that, for obvious reasons,
the gates were wide opened and that is how an important number of Cubans began settling in the
United States".
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